
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Module 11: Overview of Secondary RTI 

Activity 1:  Essential Components of Tiered Systems of Support - Note Taking 
Resource 

Directions: As the essential components of RTI are discussed, use this note taking resource to 
record what you would like to remember and any questions you may still have.  
 

Essential 
Component 

What Do I Want to 
Remember? 

What Questions Do I Still 
Have? 

Screening     

Progress 
Monitoring 

    

Multi-level 
Prevention 
System 

    

Data-based 
Decision 
Making 

    

 

 



Activity 2: Creating a Focus Statement and Identifying Root Causes 
 
Directions: With your team, create a focus for RTI implementation by reflecting on the outcomes you 
would like to improve.  Use the guiding questions for support as you determine the purpose and 
scope of RTI. After creating a focus statement, begin to identify potential root causes and develop a 
statement to reflect the analysis of information.  
 

Contextual Factor: Focus Guiding Questions 

The design and implementation of all the 
essential components are dependent on a 
school’s focus for tiered interventions. At the 
secondary level, this focus may not always 
include all students or all content areas. Each 
school must determine its purpose and scope of 
tiered interventions, keeping in mind that no 
standard application of the framework exists for 
secondary schools. Schools may already have 
some initiatives in place that support tiered 
intervention implementation. 

● What is the purpose and scope of tiered 
interventions in the school? 

● How do existing initiatives fit into the tiered 
interventions framework? 

● How do current special education and 
instructional support practices align with 
tiered interventions? 

● Do other initiatives hinder the 
implementation of tiered interventions? 

● If the school is structured using academies, 
how do the academies affect the focus of 
the tiered interventions framework?  

Focus Statement:  
 

We are implementing RTI to ________________________________________________________ 
 

because our data suggest _________________________________________________________. 

Root Cause Statement: 
 

Our analysis suggests that students are struggling with  __________________________________ 
 

because of the following ___________________________________________________________. 

 
 

 



Activity 3: Benefits and Concerns of Implementing RTI 
 
Directions: Using the T-Chart below, brainstorm potential benefits and challenges one might 
encounter when implementing RTI. Use the following questions to guide your thinking.  
 

COLUMN 1: How can RTI benefit students, teachers, and leaders? 
COLUMN 2: What are potential challenges to implementing RTI in our school? 

 

Potential Benefits Potential Challenges  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Activity 4: Schoolwide Literacy Recommendations 
 
Directions: As you watch the video, write a description of each recommendation in your own words in»
the first column. During the video, you may also include examples of what the literacy»
recommendation looks like in practice. After the video, your team will have an opportunity to discuss»
what you are already doing related to this recommendation and select a recommendation you would»
like to learn more about or pursue in your school.»»
»

IES Literacy 
Recommendation*  

What would this look 
like in secondary? 

What are we already 
doing related to this 
recommendation? 

Available or Needed 
Resources 

Provide explicit 
vocabulary 
instruction 

      

Provide direct and 
explicit 
comprehension 
strategy instruction 

      

Provide opportunities 
for extended 
discussion of text 
meaning and 
interpretation 

      

Increase student 
motivation and 
engagement in 
literacy learning 

      

 



Resource: IES Practice Guide 
Improving Adolescent Literacy: Effective Classroom and Intervention Practices 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 



 
 



  



  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 



  



 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  




